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SCHOOL OF MEDICINE CENTENNIAL

Loma Linda University celebrates the life-saving legacy of
Baby Fae and the infant heart transplantation program
By Heather Reifsnyder
ore than 2,000 people came to Loma
Linda University Church on October 31
to hear the until-now untold story of Baby
Fae—an infant who captured the nation’s attention in 1984 when Loma Linda University
doctors gave her the heart of a baboon to save
her from certain death.

M

Baby Fae, whose full name was Stephanie Fae
Beauclair, lived for three weeks after her
successful surgery and then died for reasons still
not understood. During all of the media
coverage at the time, her mother chose to
remain anonymous.
But during this program, marking the close of
the School of Medicine’s centennial celebration,
a short version of the documentary “Stephanie’s
Heart” was shown, telling the whole story for
the first time. In it, Stephanie’s mother, Teresa
Beauclair, details what she and her daughter
went through during Stephanie’s short life.
Key members of Stephanie’s medical team also
shared their experiences. The film brought tears
to the eyes of some in the audience.
After the documentary, Ms. Beauclair came on
stage for a conversation with Leonard Bailey,
MD, distinguished professor, cardiovascular
and thoracic surgery, LLUSM, who performed
Stephanie’s surgery, and his wife, Nancy. Ms.
Beauclair received a standing ovation at several
times during the program.

Leonard Bailey, MD, shares a hug with Baby Fae’s mother, Teresa Beauclair, as they take in the sight of dozens of children
and young adults on stage who had successful heart transplants earlier in life—each a part of Baby Fae’s legacy. More
than 2,000 infant heart transplants have been performed worldwide since Dr. Bailey pioneered the procedure.
Dr. Bailey remarked on the dignity and grace
that Ms. Beauclair, who was only 24 years old
at the time, showed during the ordeal. She said
that is not how she felt. “I just felt like a
mother who wanted so much for her baby to
live,” she said.

There were lighthearted moments in the
program, such as when Ms. Beauclair revealed
she wore a lab coat to go in and out of the
hospital in order to escape media detection, and
more serious ones, such as when she credited
Dr. Bailey for his courage in trying to save

Stephanie’s life. She thanked him on behalf of
Stephanie and the many infants who have since
had successful heart transplants.
Because of the awareness raised by her surgery,
Dr. Bailey was able to successfully perform the
world’s first infant-to-infant heart transplant a
year later on Baby Moses, who is now in his
twenties. Since then, more than 2,000 infant
heart transplants have been performed worldwide, with more than 500 performed at Loma
Linda University Children’s Hospital. Being
born with a condition such as hypoplastic left
heart syndrome—what Stephanie had—is no
longer necessarily a death sentence.
One of those saved babies—Amethyst Lewellin,
now 5 years old—came on stage to give Ms.
Beauclair flowers and a long hug.
About a dozen children and young adults who
received heart transplants earlier in life at
Loma Linda came on stage with their parents
to share their stories. At the end of the
program, about 50 of them gathered while a
special musical number was performed.

Teresa Beauclair (left) speaks candidly with Nancy (center) and Leonard Bailey about her experience more than 25 years ago
when her daughter, Stephanie Fae, received the first infant heart transplant at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital.

For more information about the legacy of Baby
Fae, visit <babyfae.com.>

LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY | LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER | LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL | LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE
CENTER | LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER – EAST CAMPUS | LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY HEALTH CARE | LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY HEART & SURGICAL HOSPITAL
FACULTY MEDICAL GROUP OF LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE | FACULTY PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS OF LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

TODAY

2

Monday, November 9, 2009

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE CENTENNIAL

Chapel service kicks off centennial
celebration for School of Medicine
By James Ponder

other students.” He then excused the minstrels
and began his talk.

crowd estimated at more than 1,800
students, faculty, and friends of the Loma
Linda University School of Medicine
(LLUSM) crowded the sanctuary of Loma
Linda University Church on Wednesday,
October 28, 2009, to commemorate the
school’s 100th anniversary. The event marked
the kickoff of the four-day centennial celebration in honor of the important occasion.

“The first slide,” Dr. Hadley began, “shows the
School of Medicine and the church in the same
picture. It’s been that way for 100 years, and it
will be that way until the end of time.” He
emphasized that the school exists to support the
work of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
taking Christ’s mission to the world.

Senior medical student Jessica Claridge offered
an eloquent and witty introduction of H. Roger
Hadley, MD, dean of LLUSM, and speaker for
the event. “Having had Dr. Henry Roger
Hadley as a teacher,” Ms. Claridge observed, “I
have noticed that he likes to break things down
into simplified lists, and uses lots of photos.”

Throughout his presentation, Dr. Hadley
underscored the history of the school. He
showed pictures of prominent campus landmarks, including the familiar geodesic dome of
Gentry Gymnasium, which was torn down
several years ago to make room for the construction of the new Centennial Complex, and the
American Medical Missionary College
commemorative stone.

A

Ms. Claridge reported that there are “four
things you should know about your speaker for
this meeting. First, Dr. Hadley is a man who
likes to document with photos. Second, he is a
family man who recently celebrated 33 years of
marriage to his lovely wife, Donna. Third, he is
a man who values service, and lastly, he is a man
of excellence.”
Ms. Claridge concluded her introduction by
noting that, “More than anything else, Dr.
Hadley is a man who loves God, and we are
honored to hear from him this morning.”
An upbeat selection of traditional and contemporary Christian ballads and hymns—led by
singer/guitarist Nathan Blue, vocalist Lauren
Savino, bassist Lesly Valbrun, keyboardist
Rafeek Woods, and percussionist Jon Blue—
filled the house. Extended versions of “Jesus
Paid It All” and “Amazing Grace” set a tone of
gratitude and thanksgiving for God’s leading in
the history of the school.
Before band members could put their instruments away, Dr. Hadley took the stage and
asked them to remain in place a moment longer.
He then recited the fact that when school officials conducted tests to determine whether
medical students who are also video game
players were able to use the da Vinci robot for
assisted surgery with a higher degree of finesse
than students who did not play video games, the
results were exactly the opposite of hypothesized expectations.
“The video game players actually did poorer
than their peers who are not video gamers,” Dr.
Hadley noted. “However, we found that musicians performed significantly better than all

“The stone,” he pointed out, “was a gift from the
graduating class of 1899 of the American
Medical Missionary College in Battle Creek,
Michigan.” He noted that the stone was transferred to Loma Linda in 1959 on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the College of Medical
Evangelists, as LLUSM was formerly known.
He called the stone a reminder of the Adventist
medical heritage, and said that although the
American Medical Missionary College no longer
exists, the stone’s existence on our campus highlights the value Adventist leaders have placed on
medical education in a Christian learning environment since the denomination’s earliest days.
True to form, Dr. Hadley injected his remarks
with subtle humor. At one point, he showed a
plaque commemorating the fact that LLUSM is
the second member of the elite “Loma Linda
University Centennial Club.” The plaque had
been presented on behalf of the LLU School of
Nursing—the oldest educational entity on
campus—by Marilyn M. Herrmann, PhD,
dean. Dr. Hadley noted that sibling rivalry is
alive and well in Loma Linda.
In that same spirit, he displayed three photos of
a red golf cart parked in front of Coleman
Pavilion. The second photo depicts a Ferrari
sticker on the cart. “I started wondering who
could afford a Ferrari around here,” he shared.
The third photo resolved the issue by focusing
on the license plate which identified the vehicle
as property of the LLU School of Pharmacy.
No one laughed louder than Billy Hughes,
PhD, School of Pharmacy dean.
In closing his remarks, Dr. Hadley displayed
photographs of the founders of the institutions

MUSICAL MILESTONE

12th Annual Research Symposium leads
off new research season
By James Ponder
he twelfth annual research symposium of
the basic sciences department of the Loma
Linda University School of Medicine (LLUSM)
turned the spotlight on recent advances in radiation science.

T

The symposium convened in Wong Kerlee

Although called centennial cupcakes, the desserts on display behind Donna
Hadley (left) and Anita Lui weren’t even close to 100 years old. Members of the
Loma Linda University School of Medicine’s National Auxiliary—which Ms.
Hadley serves as immediate past president, and Ms. Lui serves as current hospitality co-chair—provided the delectables in honor of the school’s 100th anniversary. Ms. Hadley, wife of the dean of the School of Medicine, organized the
centennial celebration as volunteer chair of the event. Ms. Lui made the special
white chocolate medallions that adorned the top of each cupcake.

International Conference Center on Thursday,
September 10, 2009.
In his welcome and opening remarks, Roger
Hadley, MD, LLUSM dean, called attention to
the university’s research focus and summer
research program before inviting participants to
the LLUSM centennial celebration, held on
campus from October 28 to 31 of this year. He

During her introduction of H. Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the LLU School of
Medicine, senior medical student Jessica Claridge pointed to his love of photography. Members of the praise team stand behind Ms. Claridge during the special
centennial chapel service held in the sanctuary of Loma Linda University Church
on Wednesday, October 28, 2009. Pictured are (from left) Ms. Claridge, Lauren
Savino, Rafeek Woods (at the piano), Nathan Blue, Lesly Valbrun, and Jon Blue
(partially obscured behind the flowers).
that make up the enormous medical and educational endeavor known today as Loma Linda
University and all its associated entities: pioneer
Adventists Ellen G. White, John Burden, and
Percy T. Magan. “I think they would be proud
if they were with us today,” he remarked.
At the conclusion of Dr. Hadley’s remarks,
Lowell C. Cooper, MDiv, MPH, chair of Loma
Linda University Adventist Health Sciences
Center Board of Trustees, and general vice president of the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, led the audience in a prayer of gratitude, dedication, and petition in which he

pointed out that in addition to a wide-ranging
scientific program, the celebration included
guest appearances by the mother of Baby Fae,
recipient of the world’s first cross-species infant
heart transplantation, and by a woman whose
life was saved thanks to an open-heart procedure performed by Ellsworth Wareham, MD,
and members of the Loma Linda Overseas
Heart Surgery Team during an April 1974 visit
to Saigon, South Vietnam.
Lawrence C. Sowers, PhD, associate dean for
basic science faculty and translational research,
said that “One major purpose of the sympo-

thanked God for directing the establishment of
the School of Medicine, and sought His
blessing on the organization in the future.
After the prayer, Dr. Hadley invited all 1,800 of
his guests to a special lunch on the lawn
complete with vegetarian hot dogs, beans, an
assortment of fresh vegetables, chips, drinks,
and delicious centennial cupcakes provided by
members of the LLUSM National Auxiliary.
Members of the 22-piece Glendale Adventist
Academy Jazz Band performed spirited renditions of popular tunes to set a festive tone for
the occasion.

sium is to kick off the research season for the
new year, and welcome a large, particularly
academically strong class of new graduate
students to Loma Linda University.” He
emphasized that LLU is trying to bridge the
gap between basic science and clinical applications, and praised the work of the clinical trials
center in integrating students into research
aimed at benefiting patients.
Before introducing Daila S. Gridley, MD, as
chair of the morning’s mini-symposium on
radiobiology and radiation medicine, Michael
Please turn to page 6
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Children’s Hospital unveils plaque recognizing Kiwanis
Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship
By Nancy Yuen

Fellowship at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital.

n October 29, 2009, Kiwanis Club
members of the Cal-Nev-Ha District
were present for the unveiling of a plaque
recognizing Cal-Nev-Ha Foundation support
of the Kiwanis Pediatric Emergency Medicine

O

Since the Kiwanis Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship’s start in 2005, two physicians
have completed fellowships and a third will
soon enter the program.

A plaque recognizing the Kiwanis Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship at
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital was unveiled Thursday, October 29,
2009, in Magan Hall’s faculty reading room on the LLU campus. Participating in
the unveiling are (from left): Pete Edwards, president of the Kiwanis Cal-Nev-Ha
Foundation; Andrea Thorp, MD, the first Kiwanis doctor; and Patti Pettis, MA,
executive director, office of philanthropy.

MUSICAL MILESTONE

LLU Church to host 32nd annual
anniversary concert for Cassavant organ
By James Ponder
oma Linda University Church organist
Kimo Smith, DMA, will perform a
program of sacred organ music to commemorate the 32nd anniversary of the congregation’s
massive Cassavant organ, on Saturday,
November 14, 2009, from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.

L

The organ hosts a total of 7,036 pipes, and offers
a musical frequency ranging from 16 vibrations
per second (VPS) to more than 8,000 VPS.
According to Marvin Ponder, MDiv, minister

of pastoral care, the Cassavant organ has gone
through three major renovations and refurbishings since its installation in 1977.
“The organ is one of the largest in the Inland
Empire,” he notes. “It was played for the first
time in a church service on May 21, 1977.
Installation began in 1972, but was not
completed until 1977. Kimo joined us in 1979,
and has been here ever since. He’s a very
humble guy; he’s traveled extensively
throughout Europe, and performed on many of
the great cathedral organs. We’re blessed to
have him.”

Loma Linda University Church
Vesper Schedule
4:00 p.m.

Loma Linda University Church of Seventh-day Adventists
11125 Campus Street · Loma Linda

November 14

Kimo Smith, Casavant Organ Anniversary Concert

November 21

Lest We Forget CHIP Summit 2009

November 28

Heritage Singers Gospel Music Concert

December 5

Loma Linda Children’s Center Christmas Program

December 12

The Star of Bethlehem Christmas Candlelight Service (ticketed)

December 19

Loma Linda Academy Choral Christmas Concert

December 26

Twas the First Day of Christmas Readings and Music

Andrea Thorp, MD, the first physician to
complete the Kiwanis Pediatric Emergency
Medicine Fellowship, thanked the group. She
emphasized the importance of Kiwanis support
of the Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship. “Each year,” she said, “the Kiwanis doctors
each provide compassionate care to 3,500

3
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acutely traumatized children [birth to 18 years
of age] in the Loma Linda University Children’s
Hospital pediatric emergency department.” In
addition, they provide training to first responders including physicians and emergency
medical technicians throughout the Cal-NevHa (California, Nevada, and Hawaii) region.
During the unveiling, Mike Wolcott, MS, from
university relations was present; he is producing
a segment on a day in the life of the Kiwanis
Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship
doctors for “Loma Linda 360,” which will be
broadcast on PBS.

Also present at the unveiling are (from left) members of the Yucaipa Kiwanis
Club: Bob Erickson, Kiwanis Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowship (KPEMF)
committee chair; Jean Erickson, who was honored during the program for her
service as secretary of the Yucaipa Kiwanis Club; Eloise Habekost, KPEMF
committee member and a member of the Redlands Morning Kiwanis Club; and
Patti Pettis, MA, executive director, office of philanthropy.

Dr. Smith, who holds a doctor of musical arts
(DMA) degree from the University of California at Los Angeles, was recently honored
with a special organ tribute concert at Loma
Linda University Church commemorating his
rare gifts as a musician and educator.
Besides his work at the church, Dr. Smith is an
associate professor and chair of the department
of music at La Sierra University.
He also serves as organist at First Presbyterian
Church of Hollywood. He resides in Loma
Linda with his wife, Cheryl, who directs the
handbell choir at First Presbyterian Church of
Hollywood.
Pastor Ponder reports that it was actually Cheryl
who originally recommended Kimo to Loma
Linda University Church. “After Kimo was hired
as our organist, they struck up a friendship and
got married,” Marvin Ponder recalls.
“He is quite well-known for his ability to play a
church service with sensitivity and skill,” Pastor
Ponder concludes. “He seems to have a sixth
sense of knowing what is needed in a service to
tie everything together.”

Kimo Smith, DMA, one of Southern
California’s most notable and accomplished organists, will perform a
variety of sacred musical selections
in a special concert to mark the 32nd
anniversary of the congregation’s
massive Cassavant organ. The
concert will be held from 5:00 to 6:00
p.m. on Saturday, November 14,
2009, in the sanctuary of Loma Linda
University Church.

Kinzer Rice Award for Excellence in
University Teaching nominations
Nominations are open for the second Kinzer Rice Award for Excellence in
University Teaching. The award will be presented during the Faculty Development Showcase Week on January 21, 2010, when the honoree will
receive a check for $1,000.
Students and faculty members are invited to nominate a current faculty
member for the award by sending the person's name (with a brief statement of support) to <rrice@llu.edu> as soon as possible.
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GRAND OPENING

Centennial grand opening and ribboncutting celebrate campus milestone
By Larry Kidder

D

students to receive the very best training long
before they ever practice on real patients. The
components of telemedicine will be used to
prepare students for an ever-evolving health care
delivery system that will increasingly utilize
distance technologies.

The event marked the culmination of
fundraising efforts resulting in nearly $60
million given to the project, as well as the near
completion of the complex. Students began
using the facility at the beginning of the fall
2009 quarter.

All eight schools in the university share the
Centennial Complex, making it unique on the
Loma Linda University campus. The building is
designed to put students in touch with online
resources. Study areas abound and are designed
for student comfort and convenience.
Amphitheaters have seats with power and
connectivity for laptop computers.

onors, university administrators and staff,
architects, contractors, and other guests
gathered on the north side of the Centennial
Complex at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October
28, 2009, for the grand opening ceremony.

On hand for the event were major donors for
whom areas of the building have been named, as
well as the Loma Linda University Councilors,
who gave more than $13 million to the project
and a host of other contributors.
“The Centennial Complex now stands proudly
as a monument on our campus,” says Richard
H. Hart, MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda
University. “This building has fulfilled our
dreams, enabling our divine mission to the
world. With 151,000 square feet of classrooms,
laboratories, and offices, this building is our first
new academic building in more than 30 years.”

Guests find their seats as final preparations are made for the grand opening
ceremony of Loma Linda University’s newest building, the Centennial Complex.
The ceremony took place on October 28, 2009.

The School of Religion, which serves students
in all of the other schools, is housed in the new
complex, along with the Center for Spiritual
Life & Wholeness and the Center for Christian
Bioethics.
Taking part in the ribbon-cutting ceremony
were: Dr. Hart; B. Lyn Behrens, MBBS, president emeritus of Loma Linda University; Lowell
Cooper, MDiv, MPH, chair of the LLU Board
of Trustees; Brian Bull, MD, chair and professor
of pathology and human anatomy, School of
Medicine; Chen Fong; Patrick Chen; Frank and
Anna Damazo; Shawn Casey-White, granddaughter of Marge Jetton; William and Rose
Swatek; Patrick and Linda Wong; Carlton and
Raye McAnally Lofgren; and Carleton and Patti
Shryock Wallace.

Lowell Cooper, MDiv, MPH, chair of the Loma Linda University Board of
Trustees and general vice president, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, reflects on the significance of the Centennial Complex.

Loma Linda University Councilors who were able to be onhand for the grand
opening ceremony gather for a group photo following the event. As a group, the
councilors donated more than $13 million toward the project.

Carolyn (Cales) Saliba, MA, former executive director of philanthropy at LLU, was
responsible for the Centennial Campaign, working tirelessly to make it a reality.
She joined the Florida Hospital Foundation in January 2008 as a vice president
but was able to attend the grand opening ceremony with her husband, Sy Saliba.

The Centennial Complex is a marvel of health
care and communication technology. Areas
such as the medical simulation center and
advanced anatomy laboratories will allow

Major donors cut their ribbons alongside Loma Linda University past and present administrators, signifying the official opening of the new Centennial Complex.
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School of Medicine Centennial
Celebration ends with a very big bang
By James Ponder
ay what you will, the faculty and staff of the
Loma Linda University School of Medicine
really know how to light up the night.

S

Take Saturday night, October 31, 2009, for
instance. As if throwing one of the biggest
parties in the history of Loma Linda wasn’t
enough, the centennial celebration committee
wrapped up the four-day celebration of the
school’s 100th anniversary with a bang at the
conclusion of the centennial gala.
“So far as we know,” says H. Roger Hadley,
MD, dean of the school, “this was the first fireworks display in the history of Loma Linda.”

greatly exceeded the maximum capacity of
Wong Kerlee International Conference
Center’s banquet facilities—ignited a few sparks
of its own.
For one thing, Dr. Hadley is a very entertaining
emcee who was noted by one observer, who
declined to be identified, as being “in rare form”
on this occasion.
For another, the selections of food, decorations,
music, and Olympic decathlete Brian Clay as
guest speaker, were carefully orchestrated to
enhance the event’s celebratory mood.
At $150 per person, the gala wasn’t cheap, but
the more than 500 individuals who attended
know their contributions will help ensure that
the school’s Centennial Tuition Fund will leave
a longer-lasting legacy than the transitory afterimage of skyrockets exploding across a dark
October night.

The LLU School of Medicine took to the skies over Loma Linda on Saturday,
October 31, 2009, to punctuate its exuberant message that the school is now 100
years old. The fireworks celebration, which occurred behind the newly
completed Centennial Complex, concluded the centennial gala with a show
worthy of the school’s first century.

Donna Hadley, volunteer chair of the centennial committee, reacts with surprise
as her husband Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the LLU School of Medicine, has an
enormous bouquet of roses brought forward to honor her for her pivotal role in
organizing the school’s highly successful four-day centennial celebration. The
presentation took place during the centennial gala.

Treva Webster, MBA, RN, assistant dean of the LLU School of Medicine, and
Roger Hadley, MD, dean, proudly display a check for $100,000 from the King’s
Bridge Foundation. The foundation earmarked the monies to benefit the
school’s Centennial Celebration Fund. The presentation was made during the
centennial gala on Saturday, October 31, 2009.

Prior to the rocket’s red glare and the bombs
bursting in air, the program inside the centennial tent—which was hastily erected and
elegantly appointed after ticket sales for the gala

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE CENTENNIAL

School of Medicine centennial weekend
events take place at LLU Church
By Dustin Jones
Friday evening, October 30

A

theist-turned-Christian Lee Strobel, the
former award-winning legal editor of The

Chicago Tribune, was the speaker for the Friday
evening program, held at Loma Linda University Church.

Zimmerman and the King’s Brass played
several hymn classics, including “Rock of Ages”
and “Come to Jesus.”

approach gave the audience a genuine surroundsound experience.
Sabbath school, October 31

Utilizing three trumpets, three trombones, a
tuba, percussion, and keyboards, Mr.
Zimmerman opened his performance by
stationing trumpets in the balcony. This unique

F

or Sabbath School, the School of Medicine led off with the class of 1976-A
Please turn to page 6

Mr. Strobel, who is a New York Times bestselling author of nearly 20 books, spoke to the
capacity crowd about how he investigated for
himself the idea of Christianity, and came away
a believer.
During his talk, Mr. Strobel affirmed his belief
in the power of prayer.
He shared a story of a woman who had prayed
for her brother to find Christ for nine years
before he finally gave his life to Christ.

Lee Strobel

“There’s a lady that is glad she didn’t give up
in year eight,” he said. Mr. Strobel then
encouraged the crowd to continue praying for
their loved ones to find Christ, that there is
always hope. In addition to Mr. Stroblel, Tim

Members of the 1974 Overseas Heart Surgery Team pose for a picture with
former patient Wynn De Boever. Pictured from left are H. Roger Hadley, MD;
Janette Whittaker-Allen, RN; Ellsworth E. Wareham, MD; Joan Coggin, MD; Ms.
De Boever; Roy Jutzy, MD; Richard Weismeyer, MA; Richard Hamamura, MD;
Edwin Vyhmeister, MD; and Ron Jutzy, MD.
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12th Annual Research Symposium leads off new research season …
Continued from page 2
Pecaut,
PhD, chair of the symposium orgaJ.
nizing committee, thanked participants,
sponsors, attendees, and vendors for
supporting the meeting.
When she took the podium, Dr. Gridley, who
is a professor of radiobiology at LLUSM, reiterated the welcome to the event, and then introduced Lora Green, PhD, a research professor at
LLUSM, and research immunologist at the
Jerry L. Pettis Veterans Administration
Medical Center, as the first presenter of the
mini-symposium. She pointed out that Dr.

Green first joined the LLU faculty as a member
of a NASA-sponsored program investigating
the effect of radiation on living tissues.
Dr. Green began her presentation on “The
Contribution of Tissue-Level Organization to
Genomic Stability Following Low-Dose
Gamma Irradiation” with a series of slides
designed to illustrate the research methodologies
she and her team used in measuring the effects of
radiation. She described a sophisticated procedure involving the 3-D modeling of cells, which
gave the group a far more detailed understanding
of changes at the cellular level following exposure

to radiation. The group discovered that the 3-D
model is realistic, with a tissue-like low mitotic
index, and that highly integrated aberrations act
in a non-linear fashion when exposed to low
doses of radiation. At the conclusion of her
remarks, Dr. Green answered a number of questions from the audience.
In introducing Michael J. Pecaut, PhD, associate professor of radiation sciences, Dr. Gridley
recounted that he “came immediately to LLU”
after graduating from the University of
Colorado in 1979 because, as Dr. Gridley put it,
“We have lots of protons here and he was determined to study the effects of protons in space.”
She also noted that “Dr. Pecaut is one of the
few people in the world who has studied
animals that have flown on the space station.”
Dr. Pecaut began his discourse, titled “Radiation, Spaceflight, and Psychoneuroimmunology,” by talking about the effects of
microgravity (such as uploading, fluid shifts,
and dead spaces with no air circulation) and
other stressors on astronauts. He also discussed
psychosocial issues, including the claustrophobia factor, and changes in circadian rhythms
and sleep cycles.

James M. Slater, MD, FACR, makes a point in a discussion with John F. Dicello
Jr., PhD, and Michael J. Pecaut, PhD. The impromptu conversation took place at
the conclusion of the 12th annual research symposium of the basic sciences
department of Loma Linda University School of Medicine (LLUSM), on
Thursday, September 10, 2009. Dr. Slater, who is widely regarded as the father
of proton medicine, is the founder of the James M. Slater, MD, Proton Treatment and Research Center at Loma Linda University Medical Center. Dr. Dicello
is professor emeritus in the department of radiation oncology and molecular
radiation sciences at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Picaut is
associate professor of radiation sciences at LLUSM.

Dr. Pecaut studies mice to evaluate physiological changes induced by the stresses of space
travel. He found that spaceflight produced
decreases in spleen mass and leukocyte production, but caused increases in splenocyte blastogenesis, and LPS-induced inflammatory
cytokines. He also noted a huge change in the
immune response of the reactive oxygen gene in
the liver.
After the question and answer session at the
conclusion of Dr. Pecaut’s presentation, the

School of Medicine centennial weekend events take place at LLU Church …
Continued from page 5
Men’s Chorus, conducted by Ron Cafferky, a
1976-A graduate. The group presented five
songs for the audience, finishing with “How
Great Thou Art.”
The rest of the program focused on its 1974
Overseas Heart Surgery Team. A video,
produced by Maranatha Hay, office of univer-

sity relations, told the story of Wynn De
Boever, who received open heart surgery at the
age of 14 in Vietnam.
After having her life saved, Wynn worked to
escape Vietnam during the war and eventually
made her way to Canada. After 35 years, she
eventually located a story about about a team
from Loma Linda University that had traveled

to Vietnam for heart surgeries. Wynn sent a
letter asking if they might have been the team
that saved her life. Her letter made its way to
Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the School of
Medicine, who had been a medical student who
traveled on that trip.
Dr. Hadley and Ellsworth Wareham, MD,
who led the trip in 1974, traveled to Canada to

group adjourned for a 15-minute break before
returning to hear Reinhard Schulte, PhD,
discuss “From Bench to Bedside: Translational
Research Activities Related to Proton Therapy.”
“Many potentially good ideas will never make it
to practical application because the link from
the lab to the bedside is missing,” Dr. Schulte
observed.
He went on to discuss the path of benchmarking new approaches in the lab, having
them independently verified by other
researchers, and finally translated into clinical
application using a sequence of clinical trials.
While all the speakers used slides and graphics
to illustrate their presentations, Dr. Schulte
made extraordinary use of the educational
power of information-laden onscreen images,
since it would be difficult to attempt a merely
verbal communication of the complex relationships between abstruse concepts like proton
energy loss and the proton stopping power ratio
relative to water.
In his conclusion, Dr. Schulte noted that
“Translational research requires the participation of scientists from diverse fields working
together on a common goal,” and that “A new
generation of leaders in multi-disciplinary translational medical research needs to be trained.”
He closed by noting, “That’s what we’re
attempting to do here. Loma Linda is an ideal
place to do that.”
James M. Slater, MD, the venerable father of
proton radiation therapy, and founder of the
James M. Slater, MD, Proton Treatment and
Research Center at LLUMC, introduced the
keynote speaker for the Mortensen Lecture,
John F. Dicello Jr., PhD.
Continued next page

meet with Ms. De Boever. Their story serves as
a touching reminder that the lives that students
and faculty of Loma Linda University come
into contact with are affected in many longterm positive ways.
After the video, Ms. De Boever, Drs. Hadley
and Wareham, and the rest of the 1974 Overseas Heart Surgery Team reunited onstage for a
brief interview.
Church services, October 31
60-voice choir and 52-piece orchestra
were the highlight of the church service
celebrating 100 years for the School of Medicine. Both the choir and the orchestra,
comprised completely of School of Medicine
students or alumni, provided the prelude, offertory, anthem, and postlude.

A

Led by Vincent Mitzelfelt, a 1960 graduate of
the School of Medicine, the strings and organ
performed Albinoni’s “Adagio for Strings,”
followed by Brahm’s “How Lovely is Thy
Dwelling Place” and a rendition of “Battle
Hymn of the Republic.”
Randy Roberts, DMin, Loma Linda University
Church senior pastor, gave the sermon
“Embracing the Vision,” which recounted the
original vision of Ellen G. White and how it has
played out in the history of the institution.

Churchgoers were treated to a choir and orchestra composed entirely of School of Medicine students and alumni during
the Loma Linda University church services.

For the postlude, Dr. Mitzelfelt led the
orchestra in Saint-Saens’ final movement of his
Symphony No. 3—the “Organ Symphony.”
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HEALTH CARE POLICY DISCUSSION

School of Religion to host discussion on
U.S. health care changes
By Dustin Jones

Centennial Complex. A dozen scholars and
health care leaders will gather to discuss a
variety of historical, theological, and applied
perspectives as the Seventh-day Adventist
Church and its large health care system consider
the changes coming to American health care.

The School of Religion humanities program
will host a series of discussions on the changing
face of health care in the United States beginning Friday evening, November 13 and
concluding on Sabbath, November 14.

According to Jim Walters, PhD, professor of
Christian ethics and conference organizer, it is
timely that Loma Linda University should have
discussions on how the Adventist health tradition relates to the prospect of near-universal

The discussions, titled "Adventist Health Faces
Near-universal Coverage: Historical, Theological, and Applied Perspective," will be held in
the new Frank Damazo Amphitheater in the

coverage, especially with historic changes
coming to U.S. health care.
“The changes in American health care raise
issues of social justice," comments Dr. Walters.
"Adventist health strongly supports personal
health; this conference will give us the opportunity to explore whether social justice is or
should be a central aspect of our mission."
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The Sabbath morning discussion will be held
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and is titled
“What are we doing right? Where do we need
to go?” This discussion features Larry Mitchel,
Carla Gober, John Testerman, James Londis,
and Ted Hamilton.

The Friday night discussion will be held from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. and is titled “Back to the
future of Adventist health care?”

The Sabbath afternoon discussion will be held
from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is titled “Individual health and social justice: a good mix in
Adventist health?” This discussion features Ted
Hamilton, Larry Mitchel, James Londis, and
Rebecca Patchin.

This discussion features Sigve Tonstad, Roy
Branson, Nathan Schilt, and Doug Hackleman.

For more information, contact Isabel Leon at
(909) 558-4536, or ext. 44536.

JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL PARK

12th Annual Research Symposium …
Continued from previous page
In citing the numerous accomplishments of Dr.
Dicello, Dr. Slater pointed out that his
colleague in proton research is professor emeritus in the department of radiation oncology
and molecular radiation sciences at the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine where
he also served as director of medical physics.

“Are you familiar with what Thomas Edison
said about research?” he asked the audience.
“Edison said, ‘It’s 99 percent frustration, and 1
percent satisfaction.’ ”
Perhaps the most colorful incident of the day
occurred when Dr. Dicello spoke of the difficulties of negotiating the red tape and levels of
bureaucracy sometimes associated with bringing
new breakthroughs to light.

Dr. Slater also noted that Dr. Dicello finally
yielded to “some serious tugging on our part”
and came aboard the LLUSM’s department of
radiation medicine as a professor, serves
LLUMC as director of biophysics, and is a
visiting professor in the department of aerospace engineering at the U.S. Naval Academy in
Anapolis, Maryland.

“Don’t talk to me about cures for cancer,” he
insisted. “I’ve got dozens of them sitting on the
shelf in my office.”
Dr. Dicello supported the claim by showing
slides of a radiation treatment he and fellow
researchers developed at the Los Alamos
National Laboratory in New Mexico.

Dr. Slater praised Dr. Dicello’s groundbreaking
work in the microdosimetric analysis of energetic heavy ions, pions, muons, neutrons, and
protons at Harvard University and LLU.

He said the treatment has cured thousands of
eye cancers in cows, pigs, sheep, and—in at least
one case, an elephant—yet has never been
cleared for use in humans. “The process of
getting it approved is too expensive to bring it to
the public,” he said.

When Dr. Dicello started his lecture titled,
“Reflections on 40 Years of Translational
Research,” he acknowledged that he’s actually
been involved in the field for nearly five decades.
He went on, in an affable, unselfconscious
manner, to talk about the frustrations of a
career in research.

“I don’t need fantastic ideas. I’ve got them in
scads. I don’t need administrators or patent
lawyers, either. I need money!”

Reportable crimes

Need a break? Hit the road for Joshua
Tree National Park
By James Ponder
verybody knows you work too hard and
seldom take time to play, but I’m about to
take you to a place that will restore some
balance to your life. You need some JTRT.

E

The acronym stands for Joshua Tree Recreation Therapy and there’s only one place to get
it. We’re headed to Joshua Tree National Park
for life on the rocks.
There are more rocks at Joshua Tree than
veggie burgers in Loma Linda. Experts call them
monzogranite, granite, gneiss, and stuff like
that—but I prefer simpler terms like round
rocks, tilted rocks, and crumbly rocks.
What is it, an hour and 20 minutes from
Loma Linda? Traffic runs pretty fast on the 10
east freeway. Anyway, here we are and if I do
say so myself, we could hardly have picked a
better day! Turquoise sky, white clouds, a slight
tinge of fall in the air, and the temperature can’t
be higher than 85 degrees Fahrenheit.
We’ll start our hike out at the place they call the
Wonderland of Rocks. It’s chock full of fat,
round boulders that evoke surrealistic sculpture.
I brought the camera, and if you don’t mind, I
plan to photograph some of these beauties.

The Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990 requires Loma Linda University to publish interim reports on campus crime activities. Listed below are the crimes
reported for the months of August and September, 2009:

What amazes me most is the way the sand
seems to be identical to the boulders out here.
Same color, same consistency, same texture.

Type of crime

So how do you like the Joshua trees? Experts
call them yucca brevifolia, but the twisted, spiny

Number of crimes

Place of crimes

Vehicle burglary

3

Campus Hill Church
Shepardson Lot
Support Service Center

Grand theft auto

1

Lot A annex

Burglary

5

Campus Store (2)
Dental Research
General Counsel Office
Nelson House

Drunk in public

1

LLUMC

Armed robbery

1

Mt. View Plaza

Threat

1

Risk Management

Assault

4

BMC (2)
Loma Linda Market
East Campus Hospital

arms of these giant members of the Yucca
family look both cartoony—if there’s such a
word—and quintessentially Western at the
same time.
The area is a showplace for high desert vegetation in all sizes and shapes. With an elevation
ranging from about 2,000 to almost 6,000 feet,
the park plays host to several ecosystems.
If we’re lucky today, the giant nolina—a desert
succulent with swordlike leaves—may be in
bloom. The giant, spiky plumes of creamcolored flowers make quite the bouquet against
the rocks. If we’re not, there are plenty of
creosote bushes, Joshua trees, and cacti to enjoy.
Just watch your step: some of them, especially
the cholla, have nasty spines!
What would you like to do before lunch? We
can drive around the park, hike around it, or
climb rocks until we work up an appetite.
A short hike? Fine by me! Actually, that sounds
like a great idea. Let’s walk out to the old Ryan
Ranch. Members of the Ryan family built it in
the 1890s out of wood and adobe. The ranch is
pretty much in ruins now, but it was a busy
place back in the day. There’s also a trail
through the boulder piles nearby.
We’ll walk through a forest of Joshua Trees en
route, and gaze at the fantastic shapes of billions
of boulders. OK, I exaggerate, but not by much.
How’d you like the hike? It made me hungry.
Want to head to Santana’s in Yucca Valley for
burritos? They’re quite wonderful!

The lost art of wandering is easily re-discovered at Joshua Tree National Park.
Established as a National Monument in 1936, the preserve was elevated to
National Park status in 1994. It offers sun, space, and solitude for rambling
exploration, and is conveniently located just 75 miles from Loma Linda.
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DONOR RECOGNITION

Donors to the Centennial Complex
honored at special luncheon
By Larry Kidder

fundraising campaign in Loma Linda University’s history.

he philanthropy team at Loma Linda
University decided to try a new approach
to raising funds to help build the new Centennial Complex.

T

The team chose to recruit a steering and
fundraising committee made up entirely of
volunteers. These volunteer couples had all
demonstrated their support for the university
many times in past fundraising ventures.
Co-chairing the volunteer committee were Patti
Shryock Wallace and Carleton Wallace, MD,
and Raye MacAnally Lofgren and Carlton
Lofgren, DDS. Together with the other volunteer couples on the committee, they managed to
raise nearly $60 million toward the project.
On Wednesday, October 28, 2009, the university recognized the efforts of this volunteer
committee, as well as more than 1,000 generous
donors who contributed to the Centennial
Complex, during a special luncheon.
Many of those donors were on hand to enjoy
the donor recognition luncheon. Also attending
were many of the key administrators—past and
present—who poured their time and efforts
into making the Centennial Complex a reality.
The all-volunteer committee came through
with flying colors, running the most successful

Dr. Wallace and Dr. Lofgren spent a few
moments reminiscing about the many stories
connected with their efforts in contacting the
potential donors. They also suggested that they
were thankful not to have known all that would
be involved in the project when they first agreed
to lead out.
Near the end of the program, Richard H. Hart,
MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda University—who emceed the event—called on
students from each of the university’s eight
schools to personally thank the donors, as well
as describe the significance of the new complex
to the student body.

Following the luncheon, attendees were treated
to a special tour of the Centennial Complex, the
university’s only building to serve the entire
student body. Grand opening ceremonies
followed the tour.

Lisa Ling inspires with insight learned as
television journalist
hile still a college student, Lisa Ling
was sent to Afghanistan in 1994 to
cover the nation’s bloody civil war for Channel
One News, which serves 12,000 high schools

W

Panicha Kittipha, a student in the
School of Nursing, was one of a group
of students representing each school
who thanked the Centennial Complex
donors for their generosity.

Taking part in this portion of the program
were: Stephanie Neil, School of Allied Health
Professions; Leighton Holley, School of
Dentistry; Jennifer Cherne, School of Medicine;
Panicha Kittipha, School of Nursing; Phong
Nguyen, School of Pharmacy; Atinuke Shittu,
School of Public Health; Daniel Park, School
of Religion; and Lisa Esmiol, School of Science
and Technology.

CELEBRITY SPEAKER

By Heather Reifsnyder

Mel Sauder, JD, MBA, senior vice
president for development and public
affairs, Loma Linda University,
welcomes guests to the donor recognition luncheon on Wednesday,
October 28.

Carlton Lofgren, DDS (left), and Carleton Wallace, MD, discuss their experiences
as co-leaders of an all-volunteer steering and fundraising committee for the
Centennial Complex—the first time Loma Linda University has relied entirely on
volunteers. A number of volunteer couples spent many hours on the phone and
visiting donors in person to secure the nearly $60 million in donations.

across the United States. They sent her back
again in 1997.
“It is this story that propelled me to want to
continue telling stories,” Ms. Ling told a full
audience October 29 during one of the events
marking the School of Medicine’s centennial.
Ms. Ling’s subsequent career has taken her to
dozens of countries. She currently is host of the
television show “National Geographic Explorer”
and a special correspondent for “The Oprah
Winfrey Show.”
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She also read a poem about child marriage, a
phenomenon that she said takes place in some
40 countries. The poem took listeners through
the devastating effects on one female child’s life
after she was married to an adult male.
Ms. Ling said that she has asked her husband
why God doesn’t do anything about the injustices in the world, and she shared the answer
that he gave her: God did do something. He
made you.

Lisa Ling speaks to a full house at
Loma Linda University Church.

She extended this to each “you” in the audience,
and closed with a quote from Oprah Winfrey:
“Now that you know, you can’t pretend that
you don’t.”

Patricia Thio
Faculty of Graduate Studies

Richard W. Weismeyer
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Nancy Yuen, MA
Philanthropy
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